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, FROM THE EDITOR.IN- CHIEF'S DESK

- t "' happy to present this volume of the lndian Journal of Distance Education lomy fellow-voyagers, as we all travel together on this adventure of the non-conventional
system of education. My regrets for the delay but as you read 

"ro"Ji 6;;, fird that thevolume was worth waiting for.
My personal endeavour and the efforts of the faculty are to mould corrdspondenceeducation truly in the distance mode, so that the written t oio i, adequately support"o oy 

"multi-medialca9kag9.]\ well equipped computer centre *.i inrgurrted by our worthy Vice-chancellor Prof. K.N.Pathak. Gradually I visualize this as the h6art or oui department. But
yv.e .a-r1not resting on our oars. There is a renewed effort to invigoraC id iil;;ti*;;Media Centre so that the students can get a multi-media package. We are planning a sound-proof studio. lt is our.endeavour to prwioe more audio tatrs tjtne stiroents in thl session.we also plan to collaborate with other distance education institutions in the field. our aim isto reduce the distance in distance education. t am very graierut to our oistinjrirned Vice-chancellor for his enlightened guidance in this direction.-

Prof. Devinder Singh
(Editor-in-Chief)
Chairperson, D.C.S.
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PERSPECTIVE AND. PLANNING IN D]STANCE EDUCATION

slowly and steadily charting its way through a tricky terrain, Distance
Education has reached a plateau to achieve both academic and socialrecognition.
It is perhaps a good time to look back, take stock of the sityalirirn'5rrci plan aneaO.
Its time to co-oidinate the development of both the Oistqnid'€ducation institutions
and their study programmes. The multiplication of effort in the preparation and
maintenance of one and same type of courses results in overtapping and in the
wastage of limited and precious resources. The institutions must pool their
resour.ces and hand out to the student a comprehensive multi-media pqatage.

The functional pattems, problems and challenges of this system are diflerent
from the conventional system. Flexibility and openness are a pre-requisite for
Distance Education. This must be recognized by the parent university and put in
its calender. ln this direction the attention and signals that we received from our
teacher- scholar vice-chancellor Prof. K.N.pathak are encouraging. The
department looks fonruard to his guidance and leadership to articuhle ipecific
policies for the specific problems of this department.

The papers in this issue look at Distance Education from almost all the
angles - the present scenario, the problems, and the future planning. lt looks at
the SLM (Self Leaming Mode), students response-sheets, tutor response to these,
the various functlons of the teacher, and the leamer in the system. The technolqical
advances and their contribution is recbgnized repeatedly. There is also the
discussion of various types of courses and the different categories of students,
For the first time, each paper in the lndian Journal of Distance Education is
preceded by an abstract, glancidg at these, it seems as though a shiny crystal
has been placed in bright sunlight and has allthe colours of rainbow 

".rnitingfrom it.

The preparation of this journal is a team-effort and t am grateful to my team-
rnates fortheirvaluable suggestions and willing assistance. The executive editors
Dr.(Mrs.) Perminder Khanna and Dr.(Mrs.) Surinder K. Shukla were constanly
with me. The production work was undertaken by Mr. Gandhi and his team at the
computer centre, with diligence. t

we all thank the chairperson prof. Devinder singh for his help and
encouragement.

(Prof. Meera Malik)
(Chief Editor)
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Ever since Distance Education has come of age, a need was felt for

some forum through which the problems and progress of this new system

of education could be reflected suitably. To fillthis gap, the lndian Councilfor

Correspondence Education had decided in its Trivandrum session that it

would bring out a journal on its own and had even entrusted this responsibili$

to its newly-elected office bearers. But this dream could not somehow be

realised. At long last, the Panjab University undertook this responsibility upon

itself and instituted lhe tndian Journal of Distance Education in 1987.

The earlier issues that were brought out aroused a good deal of interest

oJ all those who are associated with the promotion of the cause of distance

education in lndia and abroad. We look forward to their continued and keen

participation. There is a proposal to make the journal a refreed journal'

The Journalwould welcome learned articles, reviews, research papers,

research notes relating to distance education and reports of seminarsl

symposia and other academic activities of the institutes of Distance

Education. The papers must be properly edited and complete in all respects,

with references and footnotes. We would also welcorne information relating

to your audio and video collection. The department'S Education Media

Centre (EMC) would reciprocate the information. Authors are requested to

send two copies of the manuscript alongwith a certificate that the research

papers are original and that these have not been published earlier. Please

also send a brief abstract and a floppy of the paper'

The views expressed in this Journal are those of the authors and do

not necessarily reflect the opinion of the lndian Journal of Distance
Education or the editors.

Papers may be sent to the Editor-in-chief, chairperson, Department

of Correspondence Studies, Panjab University, Chandigarh.
































































































































































































































































